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PARKS REPORT

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION

City Seeks Approval of First Wetland Bank

The approval process for the North Star Wetland Bank started in 2022 with vegetation and hydrology monitoring. The
project includes restoring wetlands and improving vegetation on properties located west of North Star Elementary School
that are owned by ISD 624 and the City.

Draft Prospectus Comments Received

At the Council meeting of February 6, 2023, the Council approved a proposal from WSB
to prepare the draft prospectus, which is a conceptual project plan to be reviewed by
the approving organizations (TEP) for preliminary feedback. The Council inquired about
White Bear Lake School District support. Staff presented the project to the school
board on February 25 and received informal support. The TEP provided input on the
draft prospectus and asked for additional monitoring. A scope from WSB for monitoring
work in 2023 was approved by the Council May 15.

Prospectus Modeling Started

A scope totaling $55,026 from WSB was approved on June 12 which included a topo-
graphic survey, CAD plans, hydro analysis, a level 2 wetland delineation, and project
management. The prospectus application is likely to be reviewed in early 2024.
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North Star Property and Wetland Bank Plans (above)



Glacial Hills Regional Trail
Master Planning

Washington County anticipated master planning the Glacial Hills Regional Trail in
2023-2024. The Glacial Hills Regional Trail has been identified along the CR 4
corridor in County and City plans. The Master Plan process includes gathering
extensive public input on the trail. Hugo is a part of the Technical Advisory Com-
mittee.

A community meeting was held on November 15 to gather public input on poten-
tial trail routes. The meeting was well attended and the equestrian community
was well represented. Hugo property owners were not directly notified or well
represented. Engagement has also included an online survey that received a
significant amount of comments.

Next steps will include evaluating the potential corridors, and selecting the pre-
ferred route. It will also include planning access points and amenities, which will
be achieved with additional public input.

Surveying Trail Corridors

After

Bald Eagle
Property

The City of Hugo owns property off of
Everton Avenue and 121st Street. It
provides walking access to Bald Ea-
gle Lake. On site parking is not pos-
sible due to the limited size and slope
of the property. The hillside eroded
and the City receives complaints from
neighborhood property owners who
wish to walk down to the lake.

In 2018, a partnership with Rice
Creek Watershed District was pur-
sued to improve the surface and pre-
vent erosion, but RCWD did not see a
water quality benefit and did not wish
to partner. The property has contin-
ued to degrade since then.

This fall, the Public Works graded the
property and placed gravel on the
surface. The improved access has
been well received by the neighbor-
hood.



Welcome New
Members

At the start of 2023, the
Parks Commission wel-
comed Valerie Boyd and
Jim Compton Sr.
(Alternate).

Award of
Excellence

At the Council meeting of
August 6, the City was
presented with an Award
of Excellence by the Min-
nesota Recreation and
Parks Association for
Lions Volunteer Park and
the Peder Pedersen
Pavilion.

Trail on CR 8
Constructed

At the August 16 meeting,
the Commission ap-
proved reimbursing the
developer of Rice Lake
Reserve for constructing
a new trail on CR 8. The
extension connects the
new residential develop-
ment with Hanifl Fields
Athletic Park with an off-
road 8 wide paved trail.

The exterior of the Hanifl Shelter was painted and stained. Before (left) After (right)

s
New Trail on CR 8 to Hanifl Fields Athletic Park

Facility Rental Program

In 2023, the City launched online room rentals. With the opening of the Peder
Pedersen Pavilion, additional spaces were now available for the community to
rent and an improved process was needed. CivicRec was selected as a program
to provide online room scheduling. The policy and fees were also updated.

Policy changes included requiring a deposit and insurance with rentals that plan to
have alcohol. A no-show policy was added. Non-profit requirements were clari-
fied and non-profits are allowed to use the Rice Lake Centre for free. In general,
priority is given to residents through larger booking windows and significantly
cheaper rental fees.

In 2023, the Pedersen Pavilion saw 500+ rentals and brought in about $15,000
between January and June. This is approximately twice the revenue and number
of rentals than the Rice Lake Centre, Oneka Room and Hanifl Shelter combined.

Online rentals, as a city service, have been well received by customers with over
half of bookings being made online without staff assistance. There continue to be
technological upgrades and policy revisions to fine-tune the process for the public

and make it easier for them to use Hugo’s community buildings.
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Programs
Sledding Party

A Sledding Party was held at Oak Shore Park on Saturday, February
11 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. A bonfire, hot chocolate and cookies
were provided.

OUtdoor Conce rt Santa watches CPA Carolers

The City of Hugo partnered with Washington County Library to host a 3
kid-friendly concert in Lions Volunteer Park. The Jolly Pops ¢
performed on Friday, August 11 from 3:00-5:00 pm. It was a very
humid evening but the event was very well attended.

. . .
Kidz ‘N Biz

Staff served on the planning team assisting the Hugo Business As-
sociation in hosting Kidz ‘N Biz on September 30, from 9:00 am to
12:00pm at Oneka Elementary. The Hugo EDA provided a $1,000
sponsorship to support the event.

Santa Party o

On December 6, the Hugo holiday tree was lit by Mayor Tom Weidt
and Peder Pedersen in Lions Volunteer Park. Santa visited between
5:00 pm and 7:00pm and attendees were treated to gift bags, cocoa
from the Hugo Lions, and carols from Children’s Performing Arts.
Donations were collected for the Hugo Good Neighbors Food Shelf.
Over 100 kids participated. This was the third annual Santa Party
and the second at the Peder Pedersen Pavilion.

Mayor Tom Weidt and Peder Pedersen
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Hugo, MN 55038

Staff Liaison:
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Visit us on the web at
www.ci.hugo.mn.us
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Jolly Pops Concert at Lions Volunteer Park



