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TRAINING TAKES NEW DIRECTIONS

A new tool has been a game-changer for training at the
Washington County Sheriff’s Office. With virtual reality
goggles, all 130 sworn team members used realistic scenarios
to help them learn and practice how to use the department’s
new Taser-10s. Using the VR goggles, supplied by Taser-10
manufacturer Axon, boosted deputies’ confidence in knowing
not just the mechanics of this less-lethal option, but in
understanding when to use it and why.

The four-person Taser-10 trainings, organized and led by
Training Unit Sgt. Ronni Lake, took three months to complete.
The VR sessions were just the latest innovation in training
since Sgt. Lake took the helm of the two-person unit, which
was formed in 2023 to consolidate, organize and focus WCSO's
approach to the dozens of state and federally required
trainings each year for deputies, sergeants, commanders as
well as correctional officers and leadership.

One of the most important places to bring real-world
scenarios is the firing range, said Sgt. Lake. Based at
Washington County’s North Shop in Stillwater Township.
Sessions include things like cold-weather training, where

deputies must wear their

coats and gloves while

firing; this year, they were

also required to carry a

shield. Another example:

No-light/low-light training

to simulate what a deputy

might encounter during a nighttime traffic stop or property
search. In May, deputies will be required to perform what is
called a stress shoot, where they prove their proficiency to
perform with a rapid heart rate, simulating a high-pressure
situation. “We really try to change things up,” Sgt. Lake said.
In addition to Taser and firearms, all WCSO sworn officers
must also complete sessions on defensive tactics, pepper ball
use, emergency vehicle operations and CPR. Two required in-
service sessions a year also include practice with speed-
detecting radar, first aid and off-duty weapons procedures.

“We’ve made so much progress,” she said, adding that there’s
always opportunity to do more to keep the dedicated men and
women of the Sheriff’s Office up-to-date and highly skilled.
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NUMBER OF WC26015522 TRAFFIC STOP
INCIDENTS

HWY 61 AT 170TH STREET N

2 6 5 At 9:55am on April 3, a deputy responded to Minnesota State Patrol information
about a blue pickup truck reported to be swerving all over the road, nearly hitting
several parked cars. As the truck was reported to be traveling north on Hwy. 61
toward the registered owner’s address in Forest Lake, the Hugo deputy headed
TRAFFIC toward Hwy. 61 and spotted it in the middle of a line of northbound vehicles. The
STOPS deputy immediately noticed the truck driving 2-3 feet over the white fog line. As the
deputy attempted to stop the truck, the driver was approaching the roundabout at
170th Street and hit a curb, then continued through the roundabout and exited on
170th. The deputy approached driver’s window, and the driver said she had been on
her way to a medical appointment in White Bear Lake but had ended up in St. Paul
by mistake. After missing the appointment, she had been trying to get home, but
CITATIONS she V\{as having trouble s?eing bec?use the truck wa.s .so big. The.(.jriver then
explained several health issues which affected her vision and ability to focus, as well
as her ability to walk. The deputy asked if she would like to go to a hospital, but the
@} 3 driver declined and EMS had no reason to mandate transport; however, due to her
health issues and inability to drive, the deputy provided her a ride to her home in
Forest Lake. The truck was parked and secured to be retrieved by family members.

MESSAGE FROM THE SHERIFF

We’ve had a busy month at the Sheriff’s Office, both on patrol and in the community. First, our
patrol deputies were part of April’s nationwide law enforcement effort to target distracted
driving — one of the top three causes of motor vehicle crashes. Sheriff’s Office deputies issued
37 citations for hands-free violations. Please be aware and take care on the road!

Out in the community last month, WCSO took part in two sports tournaments The North Starrys
played their hearts out in the 8th annual Big Bear Hockey Classic in White Bear Lake to raise more
than $50,000 to support WCSO Deputy Chris Majeski in his fight against metastatic throat cancer.
At the same time, the Flying Pigs took to the basketball court in Burnsville at the Ballin in DC annual )
charity tournament, playing in support of the Minnesota Chapter of Concerns of Police Survivors, In service,

a group that assists families of officers lost in the line of duty. %%y

Which brings us to our next event: National Law Enforcement Week May 11-17, with Memorial Day Sheriff Dan Starry
on Thursday, May 15, to honor officers who died in the line of duty. We invite you to join us for this

moving ceremony, which is open to the public and begins at 12pm at the Washington County Historic Courthouse in Stillwater.
Sgt. Dani Erickson spoke about Law Enforcement Week at a recent Washington County Board of Commissioners meeting.
Among her moving remarks, she said: “The public sees the uniform, the squad car, and the badge. But behind that badge are
people who miss holidays with their families, work nights and weekends, respond to traumatic incidents, and carry
experiences that stay with them long after a shift ends. Law enforcement officers witness tragedy, violence, addiction, mental
health crises, abuse, and loss regularly. Yet despite that, they continue to show up every day because they believe in service.
This week is also about remembering those who made the ultimate sacrifice. Every name engraved on a memorial wall
represents a family forever changed, a partner who never came home, children who lost a parent, and communities that lost
protectors.” For her full remarks on how this event has changed for her over her career, check out the WCSO YouTube page.

And as always, we thank you for your continued support of not only Washington County deputies but law enforcement
everywhere as they dedicate their lives to keeping our communities safe.
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https://youtu.be/NSvEW0DwkMU
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